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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Krista Perry 
 
Biography: Krista Perry was born in Boise, ID in 1983. After coming out in her sophomore year 
in college, Perry began support groups within the athletic community at Dartmouth College to 
help others face the challenges and stereotypes of being a gay athlete. At the time of the 
interview, Perry is the co-chair of the Idaho Safe Schools Coalition - a group dedicated to 
creating safe school for all students no matter their gender or identity. This interview also 
discusses the changes in terminology used within the gay community and the difficulty of 
changing the mindset of a conservative community.  
 
Keywords: Athletics, stereotypes, homophobia in sports, depression, suicide, Ellen DeGeneres, 
internet, shame, Dartmouth, LGBT terminology, “It Gets Better” campaign, Gay/Straight 
Alliance, Idaho Safe Schools Coalition  
 
Interview date: November 21, 2011 
Interviewer: Kim Hegg-James 
Interview duration: 1:01:41 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation: 
00:00 Introduction, gender, class, sexuality, ability, religion 
02:00 Growing up, family, community, teen angst, black sheep insecurities, partying and 
sports 
05:33 Coming out 
07:35 Self-acceptance 
08:11 Athletes and “being out” 
09:00 Finding role models in college athletics, subcultures, hidden communities, coaches, 
homophobia within sports 
12:05 Coming out to parents, feeling like a failure, depressed, suicidal. Got friend/sibling 
support first. Out to parents, and “out” as a non-issue 
16:50 Hindsight of coming out story, and its repetition 
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18:53 Acceptance of self as gay, internalized fear and represses homophobia, athletics. 
Difficulty to be gay and “out” as athlete 
39:00 Political activism and “alphabet soup” of GLBTQ narrow definition 
43:00 Importance of Allies for Queer issues that affect us all 
46:08 Idaho Safe Schools Coalition – mission/history/partnerships & allies/ activities, 
scholarships community activities 
50:55 Funding/grants/outreach 
54:00 Student success story 
56:00 School Board and obstacles 
58:02 It gets better campaign 
58:21 Next steps for Idaho Save Schools Coalition 
 
 
 
  
